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POSITION STATEMENT REGARDING THE PROPOSED BALTIMORE-WASHINGTON 

SUPERCONDUCTING MAGLEV TRAIN PROJECT (SCMAGLEV) 
 

The Board of Education of Anne Arundel County exists to provide oversight to Anne Arundel County Public Schools 

in its mission “to educate all of our students to be well-prepared for college and the workforce and to empower them 

to create a better quality of life for themselves, their communities and the next generation.” 

 

As such, the Board hereby expresses its adamant opposition to any Baltimore-Washington Superconducting 

MAGLEV (SCMAGLEV) route that is disruptive to our schools and surrounding communities. 

 

Under current proposed routes, four of our elementary schools – Ridgeway, Overlook, Hebron-Harman, and 

Linthicum – are situated directly in the path of the SCMAGLEV.  These schools, which enroll more than 2,200 

students combined, and the communities they serve could suffer severe and potentially irreversible impacts wrought 

by a transit system that would offer little in the way of local benefit. 

 

The environmental impacts of this project have the potential to be significantly detrimental to our students and their 

families both on and off school property. While underground routes may result in less direct damage to property and 

potentially eliminate the need to relocate schools, they do not eradicate this concern entirely.  Emergency exits and 

ventilation portals, for example, would still require above ground easements and construction. Additionally, 

underground routes continue to create concerns about noise, vibrations, and safety for our students and staff. 

 

Given the high costs, extremely limited local benefit for area residents and commuters, and the potential significant 

disruption to our school communities, we firmly oppose any SCMAGLEV route that is disruptive to our schools and 

surrounding communities.  

 

 

Approved at the November 1, 2017, meeting 

 

 

 

 


